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cornerstones of BC’s environmental history. BC’s
environment and our green spaces were never saved
benevolently by governments or corporations. They were
saved by the people who defied the status quo and
advocated for their preservation and conservation, with
our environmental heritage and its future in mind. Just as
Canada’s conservation history and policy arose out of
the cornerstone laid by the 1917 Migratory Birds
Convention Act , Comox Valley Nature’s achievements
arose not just out of the need to keep a good census of
birds, but out of the need to conserve bird habitat and
botanical heritage.

President’s Message
Looking Forward and Backward
By Loys Maingon
The coming season promises to be a landmark year for
CVN. 2015-2016 is CVN’s 50th year since its official
incorporation in 1966 as the Comox-Strathcona
Naturalists Society. Thanks to the hard work of the
volunteers of the BC Nature AGM Committee, between
May 12 to 15, 2016 we will be hosting BC Nature’s
annual general meeting and celebrating our 50th
anniversary. In doing so, I think we should bear in mind
that we are actually celebrating 100 years of Canadian
conservation history, out of which CVN was born.

The Comox Valley’s environmental roots go back to the
people who were directly involved in shaping and
implementing The Migratory Birds Convention Act, and
what it was intended to stand for. One of its most
extraordinary architects was the unassuming president of
the Ottawa Field-Naturalists Club, an ex-chemistry
professor and cool-headed civil servant named Hoyes
Lloyd.
In 1918 when the act was passed, Hoyes Lloyd went on
to be appointed the Head of Parks Branch in charge of
administrating the act. There was in Hoyes a
commitment that went beyond the simple or strict
administration of the act. Hoyes did not hesitate to step
on sensitive toes when he thought it necessary. It was his
obligation as president of the Ottawa Field Naturalist’s
Club. In a famous case (well documented in Briony
Penn’s soon-to-be-released book, The Real Thing: The
Natural History of McTaggart Cowan) in the February
1925 issue of the Canadian Field Naturalist, Hoyes did
not hesitate to risk his career and use his private position
as President of the Ottawa Field Naturalists to publicly
attack and overtly criticize his political master, the
Interior Minister, Charles Stewart.

The founding of CVNS in 1966 brought together a
variety of naturalist interests in the region’s natural
history and capped a long history of eminent Canadian
naturalists in the Comox Valley that went back to Alan
Brooks and Hamilton Mack Laing, which regrettably
few remember today. Founded, as so many other North
American environmental societies, in the wake of the
1962 release of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring which
gave birth to the environmental movement, the Comox
Valley Naturalists Society brought together a broad
variety of environmental interests—botanical,
geological, ecological, and ornithological—which had
important predecessors in the Comox Valley.
Throughout its 50 years, CVN has played a key role in
shaping conservation values in the valley. CVN became
what it is today thanks to key founding figures such as
Melda Buchanan and Ruth Masters, who remain

His priority was the preservation and conservation of
Canadian environmental heritage. These men and
women were no ordinary compliant public servants. Men
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like Hoyes Lloyd were scientists committed to their
obligation to conservation for the pubic good, over
political expediency or personal comfort. That today
some would call Hoyes’s conduct “unprofessional”
merely reflects a timid pusillanimity that has enabled
conservation priorities to be cowed and fail. And that is
why these men and women deserve to be remembered
and celebrated.

With the planned joint celebration of BC Nature’s AGM
and CVN’s 50th anniversary in May 2016, many of our
colleagues from across BC and both past and future
members will gather in the Filberg to celebrate both our
longevity and our achievements. In celebrating those last
50 years, we will actually also be celebrating the 100
years that go back to The Migratory Birds Convention
Act, which is the foundation of Canadian conservation
heritage.

To this day, one the most famous pictures of Canadian
environmental history remains the 1922 photo of the
men who built Canada’s conservation heritage: Canada’s
first Dominion Ornithologist, Hoyes Lloyd, together
with Percy Taverner and Hamilton Mack Laing in a
Manitoba camp. These were the people who laid the
groundwork for CVN and the unabashed environmental
voice of Melda Buchanan, who played such a large
formative role in BC’s environmental heritage. When
Janet Foster wrote the first history of Canadian
conservation history in 1978 (Working for Wildlife: The
Beginning of Preservation in Canada), this was one of
the handful of pictures she would naturally select. It is a
picture to which CVN’s origins can be traced—right to
Hamilton Mack Laing. It tells a thousand words about
Canadian and Comox Valley naturalists—if we
understand the history to be celebrated in May 2016.

Today we face new challenges, which will require
increased volunteer participation and commitment. The
tools with which we face these challenges are the same
conservation tools that were conceived in the
Conservation Conference of 1909 that laid the
foundation for The Migratory Birds Convention Act,
which noted that all sound conservation depends on their
application at a global scale. The health of the Comox
Valley depends on the health of the planet.
This summer begins with clear signs of drought and
weather in May and June that would normally be
associated with July or August, consistent with El Niño
conditions that are projected by NOAA to last well into
2016.1 The warm and relatively dry winter we have
enjoyed is morphing into a major drought that has
caused BC Hydro to impose unprecedented water

Hoyes Lloyd, Canada’s first Dominion Ornithologist, at Oak Lake with Percy Taverner, David Sampson, and Hamilton Mack Laing
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conservation measures. There is increasing agreement
that these are not simple weather variations, but part of a
growing trend confirming climate change impacts. The
challenge for us will be how we contribute to our
community’s adaptation to these major changes.

red cedar, bigleaf maple and cottonwood, we spotted a
few wildlife highlights that were expected such as
warblers, robins, and bald eagles. However, one creature
in particular caught our attention up in the trees…a pine
marten! This was certainly a treat for all. We thank all of
the families that came out.

CVN is involved in a number of projects and activities—
from invasive plant control, bird and plant census, and
Garry oak ecosystem restoration, to pre-school and
youth nature education. All of these activities are the
basis of a community-based response, and will
contribute to easing our adaptation to emerging
problems. CVN is therefore on the right track to
environmental continuity. CVN’s success for the next
50 years only requires that we continue to grow our
volunteer base.

May
Members of YNC and CVN met at Mack Laing Park for
a sunny afternoon walk on May 24. We started the walk
with a brief explanation of why Mack Laing was a
significant scientist, artist, and writer, and gave a brief
history of the Baybrook and Shakesides homes. Jocie
showed some pictures from Richard Mackie’s biography
of Laing.
Along Brooklyn creek we listened to warblers, snacked
on the first ripe salmonberries, and found a smelly, dead
crayfish, which was passed around to the delight of the
children. On the beach, we looked at snails, crabs and
barnacles and several young members got their running
shoes wet and reported that it “felt great.” We looked at
salt marsh plants and sampled the salty tasting
pickleweed.

1.
http://www.theweathernetwork.com/uk/news/articles/climateand-environment/el-nino-could-last-into-2016-says-usweather-forecaster/52586

Young Naturalists Activities
By Jocie Ingram and Jarrett Krentzel
March

From the beach we walked over to the Shakesides home,
and looked at a large patch of scouring rush there. On
the way back, the children enjoyed playing in a cave
made by the buttressing roots of a large Sitka spruce.
Everyone enjoyed the outing. The next walk will be a
combined YNC/CVN butterfly count in July.

The Young Naturalists’ Club (YNC) and members of
CVN met at Kye Bay on March 22 to explore the sand
flats at low tide. Clumps of cream-colored herring row
were thick all along the beach, and children and parents
were amazed by this abundance.

YNC Name Change

Children enjoyed holding transparent water jellies, and
passing around the slippery egg case of an octopus. Our
most exciting find was a very large sand worm (close to
a foot long), which glittered with blue and purple
iridescence. We also found silvery sand lance, blennies,
eccentric sand dollars, and a variety of clamshells and
seaweeds.

The Young Naturalists’ Club of BC has announced a
new name for the organization: NatureKids BC. They
will gradually change their website, e-mail addresses,
and other items to the new branding over the coming
weeks and months.

Co-leader Jarrett Krenztel was unable to attend, but Loys
Maingon and Betty Brooks were able to help out with
their expertise.
April
At our next outing on April 12, we took a wonderful
walk along the Tsolum River to explore spring
wildflowers. Woodland wildflowers were abundant this
season, and the trail was lined with pink and white fawn
lilies, trilliums, bleeding heart, stream violets, and
toothwort. We started our walk at the Courtenay
Exhibition Grounds and looped through prime
wildflower habitat on the floodplain. While meandering
through the mature forest of Douglas fir, Sitka spruce,
-3-
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Comox Valley’s First Nature
Preschool
By Jarrett Krentzel
As program director of Hand-In-Hand Early Years
Nature Education Program, I am excited to announce
that after further consideration of my original proposal at
Mack Laing Nature Park, I have decided to shift the
location of the Nature Preschool to Cumberland's Coal
Creek Historic Park. At this time, a park use permit and
business license have been approved, a website is up and
running (hand-in-handeducation.com), two early
childhood educators have been hired, and registration
has begun. Class will begin in September 2015.

Salmon River
A Vancouver Island treasure waiting to be
conserved
By Steve Housser (Nature Trust of BC)

Hand-In-Hand Early Years Nature Education Program is
an outdoor educational program that is designed to offer
a unique early childhood learning experience for
children aged 3 to 5 years. Our classroom is the natural
environment. Our chairs are the logs, our pencils are the
sticks, and our possibilities are endless!

Although The Nature Trust of BC has a significant
number of conservation properties on Vancouver Island,
it has been several years since we have added to our
Island portfolio. This is about to change. The Nature
Trust is working to acquire an exceptional 165 acres of
private land along the lower Salmon River and estuary
south of Sayward, BC.

The program is offered Monday to Friday from 9 am to
12 pm, outside, as this is an environmental educational
program. Our programs are facilitated by two certified
and experienced early childhood educators who will
teach a maximum of 16 children.
Expanding on the BC Ministry of Education’s Early
Learning Framework, the emphasis of our program will
be on a nature and play-based curriculum and will
encourage preschoolers to engage with their environment
through art, music, games, physical activities, and group
learning.
The model for our nature educational program has two
components—Ecology and Adventure Education—and
two stages—Seeds and Roots. Seeds are 3-year olds and
they meet Tuesday and Thursday from 9 am to 12 pm.
Roots are 4-year olds who meet Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 9 am to 12 pm. The price for Seeds is
$169/month and Roots is $244/month.
For more information, please contact Jarrett Krentzel at
or visit hand-inhandeducation.com.
jarrett@hand-in-handeducation.com

This significant coastal wetland habitat is a perfect fit
with the Salmon River properties we already own. It
complements 257 acres secured by The Nature Trust and
its conservation partners since 1978. This new
acquisition will allow a larger, contiguous area of
protection at the Salmon River estuary and along its
banks.
-4-

CVNS Newsletter

June 2015

The Drought and
Environmental Priorities in BC

This strategic opportunity will enhance critical habitat
for numerous species of fish and wildlife including great
blue heron, marbled murrelet, northern pygmy owl,
Roosevelt elk, and all species of Pacific salmon: coho,
chinook, chum, pink and sockeye. The area is also home
to sea-run cutthroat trout, Dolly Varden char, and it
boasts the largest steelhead in BC!

By Loys Maingon
BC shares with California coastal ecosystems and
economies that are shaped and constrained by the
vicissitudes of Pacific Ocean circulation. Simple shifts in
temperature from year to year can alter biotic
distributions and productivity. When these shifts become
markedly accentuated and continuous, they cross a
threshold, and the entire basis of productivity and
composition is likely to shift. This has direct
consequences for the economies that depend on them
both directly and indirectly.
These facts and the considerations they entail will
probably surprise some biologists who have long
discounted the importance of abiotic factors in the
shaping of ecosystems and their biota, much in the same
way that classical economists have downplayed the
importance of natural capital in the viability of regional
economies. While the ongoing drought is not unusual in
California, this current multi-year drought is different
because of its anthropogenic linkages: “a large ensemble
of climate model realizations reveals that additional
global warming over the next few decades is very likely
to create ~100% probability that any annual-scale dry
period is also extremely warm.”1

Now all we have to do is take advantage of this fabulous
opportunity. That means a targeted fundraising campaign
for this Vancouver Island treasure. Our goal is to raise
$162,500. We are asking for support from all
individuals and groups who love the great outdoors and
want to save critical habitat for future generations.

For BC, the implications of a prolonged and repeated
California drought are greater than a simple change in
water availability to maintain green lawns, and the need
to develop native xeric gardens to conserve water, which
has now moved the city of Los Angeles to pay
landowners to rip up their lawns and plant native plants
instead—and even offer to do this work for the
landowners. Similar questions are already arising
concerning Saanich’s Garry oak development permit
application by-law. Will it be cheaper to maintain and
restore the currently endangered Garry oak ecosystems
now, or should we pander to the wealthy landowner’s
immediate horticultural tastes only to have to pay them
to rip out lawns and poorly adapted exotics in the
coming decade?

Please consider contributing to The Nature Trust of BC.
To make a donation or for more information, please visit
our website: www.naturetrust.bc.ca or call our office
toll- free at 1-866-288-7878.
About the Nature Trust of BC
As a leading non-profit land conservation organization,
The Nature Trust of British Columbia is dedicated to
protecting BC’s natural diversity of plants and animals
through the acquisition and management of critical
habitats. With the support of many donors and
supporters, they have conserved over 173,000 acres
across British Columbia since 1971. Vancouver Island is
one of their top priorities with 36 properties. Places like
Cathedral Grove, Swan Lake Christmas Hill, Cowichan
River, Nanaimo River and Englishman River have
benefited from their land conservation work.

Just as California is the largest contributor to the
agricultural and economic wealth of the United States,
contributing about 12% of population, domestic product
and cash farm receipts, BC is a major contributor to
Canada’s energy and agricultural sectors. A prolonged
drought affects water availability and everything
connected with most of the economic projections of the
-5-
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current government. In some way or other every
economy depends on water quantity and quality.

green sea turtles in Oregon, tuna and ocean sunfish in
coastal Alaska, massive seabird die-offs in British
Columbia, dramatic sea-lion mortalities in California,
northward shifts of squid, and unusual abundances of
jellyfish.8

As climate scientists and commentators remind us, even
if it were not directly a product of climate change, the
California drought is representative of conditions we
should expect within the next decade.2 This 4-year
drought brings into question many of the basic economic
and cultural assumptions that made California North
America’s Garden of Eden—the grocery powerhouse of
North America—when post-war economists and
financiers endorsed the assumptions of the Bretton
Woods Conference.

The warm “blob” is also linked to low precipitation and
high evaporation rates. Data show that most of the
province suffers from a water deficit, and throughout
~50% of the province the snowpack is down to 50 to 12
percent. This translates into drought and heat wave
extremes, as 20 forest fires (as of May 12) were already
an early provincial source of concern.

The central assumption of the Bretton Woods system
was that an economy of endless growth, and therefore of
endless energy consumption, would solve postwar
unemployment and poverty.3 The post-war prosperity
has come to us at tremendous environmental cost. With
declining aquifers and little surface input, water which
has always been the cornerstone of the prosperity of
great civilizations, now challenges the future of the
North American culture of endless growth and
consumerism that grew out of Bretton Woods.
California is just the canary in the coal mine. It is only a
matter of time before the Midwest pumps out what
remains of the Ogallala aquifer, and revisits the
ecological lessons of the Dust Bowl. Without its historic
access to a cheap source of irrigation, and with rising
costs of long distance transportation, what was until now
environmentally and ecologically unsustainable is now
becoming economically untenable.4

Snow Basin Index Graph 2010-2015 (Snow Survey and Water
Forecast Bulletin, May 1, BC MFLNR)

Although the snowpack normally only contributes 4% of
all the surface water in the province, that 4% is critical
during the water deficit period (July to September) to
supplement river flows during the early period of salmon
returns. The graph above of the state of Vancouver
Island snowpack shows that, as in California, the BC
coast has experienced increasingly precipitous snowpack
and water retention declines for the past 4 years. As the
figure shows, in spite of abnormally high snowpacks in
2011 and 2012 that overshot the normal trend (100%),
those gains were rapidly eliminated by deficits from
2013 to 2015, which confirm overall projections that
coastal glaciers are shrinking and likely to disappear by
2050.

The implications of the drought resonate all along the
Northwest coast from Baja to California and beyond.
Last month, University of Washington researchers
documented in an open-access article in Geophysical
Research Letters, “Causes and impacts of the 2014 warm
anomaly in the NE Pacific,”5 that these conditions are
caused by the presence of a large “blob” of water 2+Cº
above average from Mexico to Alaska. As noted by the
authors: “This is a taste of what the ocean will be like in
future decades… it’s producing conditions that we think
are going to be more common with global warming.”6
Those conditions are quite visible in BC’s May Snow
Survey and Water Supply Bulletin (May 1, 2015)7 put out
by the BC River Forecast Centre, and by the reactions of
DFO and NOAA researchers to these conditions.

This trend has significant economic and ecological
repercussions throughout the province. Similarly, in the
next figure, the map of basins on May 1 shows that even
interior basins are already showing significant decreases,
which can compromise the province’s long-term hydroelectric potential, as well as the freshwater supply of the
most densely populated areas of the province.

NOAA data show that this 2-3ºC increase is affecting
nutrient cycling in the north Pacific. These recent
changes have triggered rapid shifts in the distributions,
productivity, and abundances of plankton, fish,
mammals, birds, and reptiles. Some indicators include
-6-
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Basin Snow Water Index Map – May 1, 2015 (Snow Survey and Water Forecast Bulletin, May 1, BC MFLNR)

government on the tar sands, the need for this electricity
is increasingly unclear.

The long-term implications of these changes affect
various projects that have dominated the news in the past
3 months. Although both the federal and provincial
governments have granted permits for the Site C
projects, notwithstanding questions that continue to
surround this project and are the subject of ongoing court
decisions, three aspects of the project are renewing
discussions concerning its viability.

The other half of the justification for the Site C project
has been the need of hydro to support liquified natural
gas (LNG) developments in the north-east of the
province. That too is unclear, for although the provincial
government has been able to gain the agreement-inprinciple from most First Nations that would be affected
by pipelines, key players at the potential terminals
continue to be opposed to LNG pipelines. As well, the
plummeting costs of LNG around the world, together
with the reduction in the number of expected projects, do
not validate initial government revenue projections. BC
LNG is further constrained by recent assessments that

First, the purpose for this increased supply of electricity
has long been linked to the need for hydro power at Fort
McMurray. With the collapse of the price of crude oil
below $60 a barrel and the subsequent scaling down of
operations associated with the Alberta tar sands, as well
as the undetermined position taken by the new Alberta
-7-
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extant water supplies, let alone forecast dwindling
supplies, are insufficient to meet the hydraulic needs of
LNG developments.9

regulatory enforcement. It is not clear that the
government of BC has taken note of these concerns,
since no changes to current mining regulations have
been proposed, or are being publicly weighed.

Second, if California is to cut back on agricultural
production, debate is also being renewed about the
wisdom of flooding some 13,000 hectares of prime
productive agricultural land that could be needed, and
enhanced by a changing climate, to meet regional needs.

Finally, as “the blob” develops and underscores the
vulnerability of marine fisheries, DFO and the provincial
environment ministry got another black eye for failing in
their general stewardship responsibilities to marine
fisheries and their handling of salmon fish farm
transfers, with Justice Rennie ruling, once again, that
DFO has not been respecting its own rules and
regulations which prohibit the transfer of diseased fish to
open marine pens.

Finally, if declines in the snowpack and water
availability are to continue as projected in coming
decades, it is not clear that Site C can maintain the
proposed hydro-electric potential it is being built for.
This economic reality exacerbates the doubts already
cast on the business logic of the project under a
favourable climate scenario.

Alexandra Morton and Norwegian researchers have
successfully made the case that farmed salmon can be
carriers of piscine reovirus (PRV), which causes heart
and skeletal muscular inflammation (HSMI). This
comes against claims by the DFO and the aquaculture
industry that there is no evidence that farmed salmon are
PRV-infected. If infected fish were released into the
wild, PRV would infect wild fish (including wild
salmon) populations and result in HSMI, as they have
conclusively been shown to have done in Norway.
Therefore, infected fish or carriers of PRV should not be
transferred outside infected pens into marine net pens, as
per the requirements of aquaculture regulations.11

The fate of this last government mega-project is
therefore still unclear. It may represent a last anomalous
attempt to use a fading technology, when alternative and
decentralized energy seems to be gaining in popularity
and economic efficiency. In short, Site C may stand as
another white elephant, largely out of step with newer
technological advances in localized energy, such as Elon
Musk has recently unveiled this spring.
Similarly, the mining sector has been dominated by two
projects, both part of Imperial Metals Corporation
concerns: the Red Chris mine and the Mount Polley
mine. In both cases, the concerns have been largely tied
to issues of water quality and First Nations rights. As
documented by Wade Davis in Sacred Headwaters: The
Fight to Save the Stikine, Skeena, and Naas (2011 and
2015), the location of the Red Chris mine places it at the
juncture of the headwaters of some of the most culturally
and economically important rivers for the BC First
Nations.

Justice Rennie appears to have taken a precautionary
approach, and has ruled that Minister Gail Shea could
not just rely on advice from the Marine Harvest that

After much controversy, Imperial Metals reached an
agreement with the Tahltan Nation and the province. The
Red Chris mine began operations in February 2015 and
is currently being commissioned. It is overshadowed by
controversies that still surround the renewal of an
operating permit for the Mount Polley mine which
suffered a catastrophic dam failure in August 2014 and
resulted in the widespread contamination into Quesnel
Lake and tributaries. As in all such cases, preliminary
research indicates that it will take years to understand the
full impacts of the release of contaminants
downstream.10
In both cases, the government of Alaska has felt it
necessary to join both First Nations and
environmentalists in their expressions of concern at the
lack of a review of current mining regulations and
-8-
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there was no conclusive evidence that the PVR-infected
fish would not transmit PVR and cause HSMI outside
the original PVR-infected population to wild fish
populations. Justice Rennie has ruled that the minister
had to provide scientific evidence that the fish are not
carriers and that PVR does not cause HSMI: “The
evidence suggests that the disease agent (PRV) may be
harmful to the protection and conservation of fish, and
therefore lack of full scientific certainty should not be
used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent
environmental degradation.” Although the ruling
appears to prevent aquaculture operations from
continuing to transfer infected fish to marine pens, it is
unclear what steps the provincial and federal government
will be taking to protect the interests of the aquaculture
industry.

consequences, or penalties that are generally paltry given
the extent of environmental damage.
Since 2008 we have been in a stagnant or declining
economy, which has been seeing the once-much-touted
stimuli of mega-projects such as the LNG development
diminish with the passage of time, and all the
expectations linked to the Northern Gateway project
stumble against environmental and First Nations
opposition, only to be stymied by the long-term collapse
of the Alberta tar sands, and now finally ruled out by a
new NDP government in Alberta. Old-style political
booster and job-creating mega-projects like the Site C
dam, which is the last unfinished project of the W.A.C.
Bennett era, now present a public nostalgic aura that is
strangely out of place against the politically poorly
understood but radically evolving environmental reality
that is climate change.

Back in 2012 the provincial government proposed The
Animal Health Act which would effectively have made it
a criminal offense, enforceable with a $75,000 fine, to
publicly reveal the existence and/or whereabouts of
diseased farm stock. This would therefore have made the
findings, and the notoriety of this case impossible.12 It is
also possible that regulations governing the transfer of
diseased organisms may be rewritten to enable the
transfers to continue.

This week Oliver Geden put out a singularly significant
comment in Nature which is relevant to this discussion:
“Policy: Climate advisers must maintain integrity”.13 In
light of the apparent inability of politicians to grasp the
environmental and economic realities that climate
change is imposing on us, it is increasingly important for
scientists not to compromise the integrity of science’s
leadership in the public eye by acquiescing to political
expediency. As Geden succinctly puts it: “Scientific
advisers must resist the pressures that undermine the
integrity of climate science. Instead of spreading false
optimism, they must stand firm and defend their
intellectual independence, findings and
recommendations—no matter how politically
unpalatable.”

As the examples and concerns I have listed above may
indicate, in BC environmental science and the
environmental priorities that come with basic science
appear to be taking a back seat to political whimsy.
There appears to be a profound disconnect between
science and everyday politics to the detriment of any
semblance of sustainability. This is reminiscent, as is
Site C, of the cornucopian ethos of the W.A.C. Bennett
years. And there are reasons for those similarities. BC is
a land of extremes, particularly of extreme wealth and
extreme poverty. With extreme wealth of boom and bust
economies comes an extreme liberty to destroy natural
capital with little regard for environmental

Geden’s recommendation applies not only to climate
scientists: it needs to apply to all branches of science.
To do otherwise is to give credence to political
flummery such as The Animal Health Act of 2012 which
might have protected business interests, but would have
endangered the public good in a flagrant disregard of
factual reality.
The business of science is facts, however unpalatable
they may be to politics. The responsibility of science is
to the public whose taxes directly or indirectly support
all our scientific institutions, from the education of
future scientists to our research institutions. Even private
research institutions that receive tax breaks are
effectively subsidized by the public.
With the developing drought at a time of economic
uncertainty, BC faces tremendous environmental and
economic challenges largely because decisions have
been made that are out of sync with the environmental
-9-
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reality about us. Political guidance cannot be construed
out of misinformation. The public is best served by the
facts it deserves to know, by science that shows
leadership beyond the daily pablum of politics.
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12. http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/britishcolumbia/bcs-animal-health-act-makes-sickness-asecret/article4217793/

13. http://www.nature.com/news/policy-climateadvisers-must-maintain-integrity-1.17468
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Upcoming CVNS Activities

Saturday, August 1. (Club walk). Point Holmes Low
Tide Walk and Exploration. Low tide @ 1pm. Meet at
Point Holmes at 12:00 noon to accommodate the tide.
Leader: John Tayless.

Leaders are still needed for some walks. Please volunteer.

General Instructions for Field Trip Participants:
•
•
•
•
•
•

John will speak about zonation and the marine biology
of the Salish Sea before we begin the walk. He advises,
“Because of the algae covered rocks these walks are not
really suitable for people with mobility issues. Bring
walking poles and a companion to hang onto!”

Car-pool at the Old Church Theatre, 755 Harmston
Avenue in Courtenay, or meet guides at trail heads,
unless otherwise announced.
Arrive at the parking area on Harmston Avenue 10
minutes prior to the appointed time.
Wear suitable clothing and footwear.
Bring water and a snack.
No dogs please.
Share travelling expenses when car-pooling.

Saturday, August 8. (Club walk). Lake Helen
McKenzie Hike. (Mount Washington). This is a longer
walk – approx. 9 km. Meet at parking lot on Strathcona
Parkway (just off the Inland highway) at 8:30AM.
Leader: Loys Maingon.
Saturday, August 15. (Club event). Upper Trent River
walk (Above the #19 Inland Highway). Meet at
Harmston at 9:00AM. Leader: Loys Maingon.

Schedule
Send your suggestions for trips to
coordinator@comoxvalleynaturalist.bc.ca .

Saturday, August 22. (Public walk). Rosewall Creek.
Meet at Harmston at 9:00 AM. Leader: Loys Maingon.

Saturday, June 13. (Club walk). Lower Trent River.
Meet at Harmston at 9:30AM. Leader: Loys Maingon.

Saturday, August 29. (Club event). Condensory Bridge
area in Courtenay, downstream to Old House. Meet at
the bridge at 9:00AM. Leader: Loys Maingon.

Saturday, June 20. (Public walk). Elk Falls (Campbell
River dam). Meet at Courtenay Country Market at
9:00AM. Leader: Loys Maingon.

Saturday, September 5. (Public walk). Pub to Pub
Walk. Meet at Courtenay Country Market at 10:00AM
or at Oyster River parking lot at 10:30AM. Lunch at
Salmon Point. Leader Loys Maingon.

Sunday, June 28. (Club event). Annual CVNS Summer
Picnic – (Patti Matthews) 3:30pm 3410 Sandpiper Dr. -Sandpiper runs off Millard road, which is left off the
highway just a few seconds south of the lights by Future
shop. Phone number in case anyone gets lost en route:
334-8232. BRING chairs, plates and cutlery, and items
for auction. BYOB, potluck (Volunteers needed for setup and take-down.)

Saturday, Sept 12. (Club event). McKenzie Meadows
(Mt. Washington). Meet at 9:00 am at the parking lot at
the foot of Strathcona Parkway, just off the Inland
highway. Or at the Paradise Meadows (Strathcona
Wilderness Institute) facility. Leader: Loys Maingon.
Saturday, September 19. (Club event). Vanier Invasive plant removal. Park at the Vanier Recreation
Centre. Start at 8:00AM. Details later. Leader: Loys
Maingon.

Saturday, July 4. (Club event). Butterfly count. (SWI
Collaboration). Cumberland Marsh area and Mount
Washington. Details later.
Saturday, July 11. (Club event). Paradise Meadows.
Meet at 9:00 AM at the parking lot at the foot of
Strathcona Parkway, just off the Inland highway. Or at
Paradise Meadows (Strathcona Wilderness Institute
facility) about 9:15. Leader: Joel Kositsky.

Saturday. September 26. (Club event). Morrison Creek
area. Meet at Harmston at 9:00AM. Leaders: Jim Palmer
and Jan Gemmell.
Saturday, October 3. (Club walk). Royston Trail. Meet
at Harmston at 9:00 AM. Leader: Loys Maingon).

Saturday, July 18. (Public walk). Vanier Garry Oaks
walk. Meet at Vanier Recreation Centre parking lot at
9:00 AM. Leader: Loys Maingon.

Reminder for Field Trip Leaders
All field trip participants who are non-members must
sign the waiver recognizing that there are risks inherent
in all outdoor activities.

Saturday, July 25. (Club walk). Headwaters of
Morrison Creek. Meet at Harmston at 9:00. Leaders: Jan
Gemmell and Jim Palmer.
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About the Society

Membership

Website

Single $30, Family $40, Life $300
Junior (12-18) $10, Student (18-22) $15

comoxvalleynaturalist.bc.ca

Mail cheques (payable to Comox Valley Nature) to:
Sue Martell
251–3399 Crown Isle Drive,
Courtenay BC
V9N 9X7

General E-mail Address
coordinator@comoxvalleynaturalist.bc.ca

Mailing Address

Receipts are provided at meetings, or send a SASE.

Comox Valley Naturalists Society
Box 3222
Courtenay BC
V9N 5N4

Membership fee is due January 1. If not paid by
February 28, names are struck off the CVNS and BC
Nature lists. New memberships started after September
are extended to the following full calendar year.

Executive

Change of address, phone number or e-mail: Please
advise Sue Martell, 250-334-2979.

President: Loys Maingon (250-331-0143,
aardscanltd@gmail.com)

Meetings

Vice-President: Jarrett Krentzel

Treasurer: Isabella Erni (TreasurerCVNS@gmail.com)

Regular monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Sunday
of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Florence Filberg Centre,
411 Anderton Avenue, Courtenay.

Group Leaders and Other Appointees

June meeting: Potluck at member’s houses

Birding: Dave Robinson

No meetings in July, August and December.

Botany: Karin Franzen, Alison Maingon

Bird meetings: First Thursday of the month, 7:00 p.m.
at the Filberg Soroptimist Lounge, Courtenay. For
information, contact Dave Robinson.

Secretary: Gabriel Bau

Families Group (YNC): Jocie Ingram, Jarrett Krentzel
Conservation: Loys Maingon

Botany meetings: Second Monday of the month at a
member’s home, 12:00 p.m. An e-mail is sent prior to
the meeting to confirm location and topic.

Photography: Terry Thormin
Wetland Restoration: Frank Hovenden

Botany walks (weather permitting) follow the meeting
and are also scheduled at other times. To be included
on the botany list, phone or send e-mail to Karin
Franzen or Alison Maingon.

BC Nature Delegate: Sharon Niscak
Comox Valley Environmental Council liaison: Jarrett
Krentzel

Newsletter

Comox Valley Conservation Strategy liaison: Murray
Little

The newsletter is published 3 times per year (March,
June, and November). It is e-mailed to members, and is
also available at the monthly meetings. If you wish to
receive printed copies by Canada Post, the fee is $5.00
per year.

Trip Planning: Joyce Bainbridge
Membership: Sue Martell
Sue is retiring from this position. We need a volunteer to
replace her.

The newsletter depends on your submissions. Please
consider contributing an article on any topic of general
interest to other members—for example: natural history,
trips, or unusual sightings. You can send your contribution
by e-mail to
newsletter@comoxvalleynaturalist.bc.ca .

Web Administrator: Krista Kaptein, Isabella Erni
Newsletter Advertising: Kathie Woodley
Newsletter Editor: Sharon Niscak, David Orford
Speakers: Loys Maingon

We would appreciate receiving contributions by the first
day of the publication month.
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