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President’s Message
What Changes In Environmental Governance?
The major headline this year has been the closing of
DFO offices throughout Canada. Locally, this means
that the Comox DFO office on Port Augusta Street is
closing. Together with recent changes in the Fisheries
Act, these changes signal a formal de-regulation of
environmental checks and balances and a culmination of
the four-decade trend towards the privatization of public
environmental concerns. As so many other things today,
this is actually quite Orwellian.
The operative logic has all the hallmarks of
“newspeak”: it says one thing for public consumption
while meaning exactly the opposite.
What is
bewildering is the ease with which the public trustingly
accepts the false premises of these changes. These
changes are not intent on the protection of nature, but on
the promotion of development.
The public is caught in a maze of contradictions
stemming from the false premise that we all want to, and
can, rationalize economic costs without really
questioning the system. Thus Larry Peterson proclaims
that “Reducing bureaucracy is a good thing,”1 but then
gets caught up in justifying why keeping some civil
servants we like might be more useful than firing others
we might not like.
The logical starting point is simply factual. In spite of
many warnings from the scientific community over the
past five decades, at least ever since Meadows and
Randers modelled the implications of development and
wrote Limits to Growth,2 we have tacitly accepted all the
assumptions inherent in an economy of endless growth
that does not include actual environmental costs.
Repeatedly, Nobel economists have pointed out that an
economic system based on GDP (Gross Domestic
Product), and the associated failed assumptions of
“sustainable development”, “do not add up.” 3
The point is: we just cannot have our cake and eat it.
The environment is only protected if we have the means
to do some hard accounting, and if that accounting is
sustained
by
on-the-ground
verification
and
enforcement. That means, the environment is only
protected if we are willing to fund real dis-interested

research (as opposed to research that only serves the
interests of industry) and if we are willing to pay for the
enforcement of environmental legislation.
One of the ironies in these developments is that for
those of us with little or no historical background, the
effective dismantling of DFO as we have known it since
1973 will seem like the destruction of the very tools
necessary to do verification and enforcement. In fact,
that is not really so. The DFO has been in conflict of
interest ever since its creation in the mid 1970’s. This
fact has been born out time and again at every inquiry
into the failure of fisheries policies, as once again
affirmed in the latest findings of the Cohen Inquiry.
In this respect, it pays to re-visit the history of the
failings of the DFO, ever since the dismantling of the
Fisheries Research Board. This is excellently described
by Dr. David Schindler in his 2008 Killam lecture:
http://www.cags.ca/documents/killam/killam2008.pdf .
What DFO has been since its incipience is well-summed
up by Schindler:
Instead of answering to a panel of the country`s most
eminent scientists, we now reported to politicians and
their deputies. Half of our building became occupied by
bureaucrats who had little background in science, and
no concerns about the role of science in making sound
policy…major concerns were on the sort of spin that
could make the Minister of Fisheries look good…
Continued pg 4.
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NEWSLETTER:
Deadline March newsletter: March 1, 2014
Newsletters are published: November, March and
June. The newsletter is e-mailed to members.
Available at monthly meetings.
($5.00 per year if mailed).
Articles are welcomed: natural history, trips,
unusual sightings, etc.
MEETINGS
Regular monthly meetings are held 3rd Sunday of the
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Florence Filberg Centre, 411
Anderton Avenue, Courtenay.

June meeting: potluck at member’s house

MEMBERSHIP

No meeting July, August and December

Single $30, Family $40 (Life $300)
Junior 12-18 $10, Student age 18-22

Bird meetings are held the first Thursday of the
$15

Mail cheques to Sue Martell, 251–3399 Crown
Isle Drive, Courtenay, BC, V9N 9X7
Receipts at meeting or send SASE
Membership due January 1st.
If not paid by February 28th, names are struck
off the CVNS and BC Nature lists. New
members joining after September will have
their membership extended to the following
calendar year: January to December.
Change of address, phone number or e-mail:
Please advise Sue Martell, 250-334-2979

month 7:00 p.m. at the Filberg Soroptimist Lounge.
For info: Dave Robinson

Botany Meetings:
Botany Meetings are scheduled on the second Monday
of every month at a member’s home, 12:00 pm An email is sent prior to the meeting to confirm
location and topic. Botany walks (weather
permitting) follow the meeting and are also
scheduled at random times. To be included on the
botany list e-mail to kjfran@yahoo.ca or phone
Karin Franzen at 250-334-7737 or Alison Maingon
250-331-0143 alison.maingon@usask.ca
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ROT and DECAY
by Chris Pielou
To most people, a rotting tree is defective. It
doesn't deserve to be admired or photographed. But to
other people, it certainly does: such a tree is obviously
the habitat -- the feeding site -- of an interesting rot (a
fungus) that does indeed deserve to be noticed.
Consider three examples of rots that are common
locally, namely, Cubical brown rot and White rot,
(both with several species) and Laminated root rot.
Rotting is a result of the feeding activities of fungi (a
fungus has to EAT!) whose spore-producing parts
often grow on the ground nearby and look like ordinary
mushrooms.
Patches of Cubical Brown rot are to be found on all
our evergreen trees. The name describes them: the
colour is often reddish brown, and the decayed wood is
neatly divided into fragile little cubes.
Brown rots belong to several different fungus
species, among them the well-known Velvet-top
fungus (aka Dye polypore), whose fruiting body is
described and illustrated in most mushroom books.
The fruiting body is the reproductive part of a
mushroom and produces spores; feeding is the job of
the rest of the fungus's "body", the mycelium, which in
the majority of forest mushrooms grows below ground
attached to a tree's roots so that the tree can provide
dissolved sugars to the mushroom and the fungus can
supply water to the tree. The combination makes a
mycorhyza. But this is not the way rot fungi (aka
decay fungi) feed themselves. There is no mutually
beneficial exchange between a rot fungus and the tree
it grows on: the rot fungus produces a liquid that
dissolves wood, absorbs the nourishing solution, and
that's it.
For Velvet-top mushroom (Phaeolus
schweinitzii), the solvent is hydrogen peroxide!
Chemically, the principal ingredients of wood are
first, cellulose (white) and second, lignin (brown).

This explains the colour of decayed wood. If it's
brown, you know that the most of the cellulose has
decayed and disappeared, leaving brown lignin. And
vice versa for the White rots, which are much less eyecatching because healthy wood is often white too.
White rots attack deciduous trees, using oxalic acid
as their weapon.
An example is Oyster mushroom
(Pleurotus ostreatus). The mushrooms are delicious
and distract you from the uninteresting colour (nearwhite) of the decaying wood, which has lost its lignin,
as well some cellulose. The fungus attacks trees
already in poor health. Locally it thrives on red alder.
A very common decay fungus in our area is
Laminated root rot fungus (Phellinus weirii), made
conspicuous by its damaged wood. What you see are
the hard, yellowish-white "walls" (laminations) left
behind when the soft parts of the wood have been
consumed by the rot fungus. (The alternating soft and
hard layers of wood are the weak spring wood and the
hard summer wood, formed alternately by the growing
tree, and appearing as concentric rings in a cut stump.)
The fungus infects the tree by depositing spores on the
tree's roots (hence the name 'root rot fungus'). Besides
damaging the roots, the fungus also spreads upwards
into the trunk for one or two metres. It destroys only
the spring wood, and leaves the trunk so weakened that
it soon crumbles. All that remains is a tall, laminated
stump topped by snapped-off spikes of hard,
yellowish-white summer wood. Such stumps are
numerous, notably in the Brooklyn Creek-Macdonald
Woods forest.
The reproductive (spore-producing) part of
Laminated root rot isn't a typical mushroom, like
Velvet-topped and Oyster mushrooms, but merely a
flat layer of orange-brown tissue that grows
inconspicuously on the underside of an infected log.
So that's how the rot fungi nourish themselves.
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President Report continued from page 1
Dr. Schindler`s account is quite thorough – and
highly recommended. It does much to explain why
over 3-4 decades of oversight by the DFO the state of
fisheries in Canada has been on a continuous decline.
Too much of the DFO’s focus has been on government
public policy rather than on promoting environmental
values and responding to the leadership of science.
The DFO involved the abdication of provincial rights
and responsibilities to federal fisheries, and a
separation of fisheries from the ministry of
environment – as though -against everything science
tells us- fisheries existed independently of the
environment. In the light of the dismantling of the
Fisheries Act, there is once again talk of re-assuming
provincial prerogatives, and we face once again, a
problem of enforcement.
Under the proposed changes, we are yet again facing
a downloading of responsibilities to the semi-private
sector. Instead of funding the DFO, the government
will be funding the Pacific Salmon Foundation, in what
is in fact yet another exercise in public relations, rather
than an assumption of environmental responsibilities
consistent with science-driven policy.
To understand what all this means we have only to
consider this. The Fisheries Research Board, when it
was dismantled in 1973, was the world’s pre-eminent
institution in freshwater and ocean research. Just about
everything we know today about freshwater
ecosystems and ocean systems was based on research
associated with the Fisheries Research Board of
Canada. A lot of the work published by the Fisheries
Research Board continues to pose difficulties for
unfettered industry to this day. This unparalleled
leadership was greatly inconvenient to industry and
politicians of all stripes. (The DFO was a Lib-Lab
brainchild always supported by Conservatives,
….rarely by scientists.)
The DFO was created by politicians to buffer
politicians and industry from the acid truth of science.
The DFO has over the years relegated its science
branch to a minimal capacity and has always placed its
priority in managing policy information and public
relations. (And if you want confirmation of that, all
you have to do is read Dr. Ransom Myer’s account of
cod fishery politics to parliament.4) So this latest reorganization or “change in environmental governance”
comes as no surprise. It is the simple logical outcome
of the DFO’s 1973 creation.
When we see parts of the DFO dismantled, we
should understand what this means. It means that the
buffer is no longer felt to be needed, that science is
now sufficiently trivialized not to pose a threat and that
the interests of industry are now sufficiently secure, to

embark on a new partnership with the private sector.
That entity is now the Pacific Salmon Foundation.
Some may be in awe of the PSF, I am very much less
so. While it is undoubtedly a well-intentioned public
interest group, it has neither the enforcement capacity
of DFO, nor the scientific robustness of the Fisheries
Research Board. It will, however, have the means to
fund publicly-driven projects that neither of the former
institutions had. PSF will meet Ottawa’s public
relations objectives, but little else, unless it wishes to
jeopardize the funding it receives from Ottawa.
The point remains: “reducing bureaucracy” might at
first blush be a catchy concept, but the reality quickly
settles in when we face the consequences of deregulation for nature. Once the accrued benefits of
regulation are spent, the rot sets in and it quickly
becomes clear that someone has to start paying for the
accumulating deficits and repair of nature. In nature,
in economics and in politics, accounting is inevitable.
And always, the deficit of the commons is to be paid
by the commons.
The message we get from David Schindler’s account
of the birth of the DFO is actually marvelously simple.
Many excellent scientists left The Fisheries Board at its
dissolution, and then the DFO in its various reorganizations – in Schindler’s, Myers’ and Hutching’s
cases , always in disgust at the divergence between
science and politics. Many of the non-scientists and
scientists who survived the DFO were good people,
good diplomatic types, in a Neville Chamberlain
moment. While diplomacy may buy one peace
Naturalists and scientists have an obligation to the
future of nature. As history and the current state of the
environment shows, the future of nature is not
synonymous with the interests of most politicians.
Therefore, if we believe that nature is worth caring for,
we should care more for truthfulness and less for the
niceties of diplomacy. The facts always speak for
themselves. We need no intermediaries, just more blunt
pragmatism and the courage to say it. No point being
coy… time is running out.
Loys Maingon (President)
1. Drew Penner, “Axe comes down as DFO
scaled back.” Comox Valley Echo. October 15,
2013.2.
2. Donella Meadows, Jorgen Randers and Dennis
Meadows (1972) Limits to Growth. See also:
(2004) Limits to Growth: The 30-Year
Update.3.
3. Joseph Stigliz, Amartya Sen, and Jean-Paul
Fitoussi (2010) Mismeasuring Our Lives :
Why GDP Doesn’t Add Up
4. http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publi
cation.aspx?DocId=1038316&amp;Language=
E&amp;Mode=11.)
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Botany Walk Saratoga Beach Area

Trumpeter Swan Festival November 23
& Photo Contest 2013

Photographs Sharon Niscak

The Botany group visited the Driftwood Marine
Regional Park in the Saratoga Beach Area in October
and observed the saline slough that runs parallel to the
beach for a distance.
A few of the plants observed on the walk were
Douglas knotweed, northern wormwood, seacoast
bulrush, salicornia, silverweed, slough sedge, Pacific
crabapple and blackcap.
At Clarkson Road pond the group observed field
mint, blue scullcap, clustered tarweed, blunt spike rush,
reed canary grass, small bedstraw and fountain moss
Ragbag and pelt lichens were also found in the area as
well as rosy gomphidious mushrooms.
Some of the wildlife observed include dragonflies,
deer, a snake, banana slugs and a hornet's nest.
Contributed by Betty Brooks, Karin & Sharon

MARS is hosting a Photo contest for the Trumpeter
Swan Festival. Entry is $5/per entry. Adult and Youth
(to 12 years). Swans and Local Native Wildlife.
Deadline for submission is November 18 for all entries
submitted digitally.
Payment is by cheque or Cash at CV Chamber of
Commerce or mail to MARS at 6817 Headquarters
Road, Courtenay BC V9J 1N2.
All photos should be digitally submitted to
info@wingtips.org with Swan Photo Contest in subject
line in jpeg format with full name, category. Prizes
will be awarded based on People’s choice and Judge’s
choice. All votes online before November 22 at 4 p.m.
http://www.pinterest.com/marsbirds/swan-festivalphoto-contest.
Maj Birch
Mountainaire Avian Rescue Society
250-337-2021 info@wingtips.org

2 October 2013 – A Blue-footed Booby
photographed on September 24 off the coast of
British Columbia is the first accepted record of
this species for Canada.

Black Hornet Nest on the bank of Slough
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CVNS Nature Walks & Activities November 2013 to January 4, 2014
Car pool at the Old Church Theatre 755 Harmston Avenue in Courtenay. Arrive at the parking area on
Harmston Avenue to car pool 30 minutes prior to the start of the walk. Meet guides at trail heads.

Volunteers are Required to Lead Walks – Please Volunteer to be a Guide
Saturday, November 16 VIU/Shellfish Research Centre Outing Reservations RSVP
Saturday, November 23 Trumpeter Swan Festival
Saturday, November 30th Young Naturalists Christmas Bird Count.
Upcoming – watch for the date in January for February. Moss identification Leader Jocie Ingram

Annual Christmas Bird Count

(All Welcome)

Comox CBC – Sunday, December 15th – Carol Muirhead - carolalain@shaw.ca or call 250-331-0511
Potluck Dinner to follow & tally for CBC, This is a social event for all members, whether or not able to participate in the
Bird Count, Florence Filberg Centre
The Deep Bay CBC -Thursday, December 19th. Contact Bill Stewart at bmstewart@shaw.ca or call 250-338-1855
Little River-Powell River Ferry CBC – Monday, December 30th – Art Martell – amartell@shaw.ca
Campbell River Saturday, January 4th. Contact Luisa Richardson at Lu_rich@shaw.ca

Please note: Guides: All non-member field trip participants need to sign a waiver recognizing that there are
risks inherent to all outdoor activities. On all field trips wear suitable clothing and footwear, and bring water & a snack.
No dogs please. Share travelling expenses when car-pooling.
Remember car pooling at Old Church Theatre, 755 Harmston Avenue in Courtenay, 30 minutes prior to the start of our
walks. Meet guides at trail heads. Check foot-wear and note no dogs, please.

Editor’s Note: Additional Tick Information from W. Reuben Kaufman, Professor Emeritus,
Dept. Biological Sciences, University of Alberta on his Salt Spring Island Tick Project.
http://www.biology.ualberta.ca/faculty/reuben_kaufman/?Page=8930
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