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Val Schaefer  

Val is the Academic Administrator of the Restoration of Natural 
Systems Program at the University of Victoria. He previously taught 
Ecology and other Biology courses at Douglas College for 27 years 
and was a founder of the Institute of Urban Ecology. Val is senior 
author of Urban Biodiversity: Exploring Natural Habitat and its 
Value in Cities, is the editor of four books on natural history in 
Metro Vancouver, and has written chapters on biodiversity in four 
other books. . Val has received the BC Minister of the Environment’s 
Award for Environmental Education, the BC Society of Landscape 

Architects’ Award for Community Service and the Vancouver Natural History Society’s 
Davidson Award for conservation and Garibaldi Award for outstanding service. His B.Sc. is 
from McGill University, M.Sc. from the University of Toronto and Ph.D. from Simon Fraser 
University. Val is the past Chair of the Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team Society. 

 


